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The Indestructibility Of

The

BIBLE
by
Lehman Strauss
I have no fear that the Bible will ever
disappear from the world. My reasons for
believing this are valid ones. First, there is The
Witness of Scripture. "For ever, 0 LORD, thy
word is settled in heaven" (Psalm 119:89). This
verse is in a remarkable setting. Psalm 119 is the
longest chapter in the Bible, its outstanding
feature being that all but six of the one hundred
and seventy-six verses speak directly about the
Word of God. What the inspired writer is saying
in verse 89 is that God's Word was established
in heaven before He revealed it to men and
reduced it to writing. The Word of God is
"forever," it is eternal. That which holy men of
God wrote on earth is but a copy of what God
had already written in heaven in eternity past.
You see, there is a permanent quality about the
Word of God. It is forever. It was with God in the
beginning, and so shall it ever be. "Thy word is
true from the beginning: and every one of Thy
righteous judgments endureth for ever" (Psalm
119:160).
The Lord Jesus said, "For verily I say unto
you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one
tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all
be fulfilled" (Matthew 5: 18). "Heaven and earth
shall pass away, but my words shall not pass
away" (Matthew 24; 35). Should any Christian be
surprised at the remarkable preservation of the
Scriptures? Of course not! When one has read
what our Lord and the inspired prophets have
said about the incorruptibility and indestructibility of God's Holy Word, he should expect it to
stand. God Himself has guaranteed their
preservation. There is no other explanation for
the survival of the Bible through the many
centuries. The very fact of the Bible's continued
existence and influence should convince any
person that this Book is indestructible.
Second, consider The Word of Scribes. The
story of the transmission of the Scripture is a
miracle in itself. Even though we are cut off
from original manuscripts, God's providential
care over His Word during the long period in

which the sacred text was transmitted in copies
written by hand is a miracle. It is inconceivable
that Almighty God, Who chose to give His Word
to man as the vital and essential instrument in
the salvation of His people, would fail in the
preservation of His own written revelation. Both
the Hebrew text of the Old Testament and the
Greek text of the New Testament have been
preserved with remarkable purity.
The miracle of preservation is witnessed in
the remarkable way in which the apocryphal or
spurious books were omitted from the canon. In
1545, at the Council of Trent, the Roman
Catholic Church voted to add all the volumes of
the Apocrypha to God's Book. But God saw to it
that those monstrous absurdities of human
origin were never added to His Holy Writings.
The Roman Catholic Church has been
successful in corrupting many areas of
Christendom, but she has failed to force her
fourteen extra books into God's Holy Book.
What is truly God's Word belongs in God's
·Book, therefore God saw to it that the
uninspired writings of men should not be
allowed to creep in and corrupt His message.
But the battle against God's Word has been a
never-ending one. The story of the Bible's
persecution is an amazing one. The hatred
against it has been persistent and relentless.
Every scheme of destruction which man's
unregenerate mind could conjure has been
brought against it. During the early centuries of
the Christian era some of the most cruel and
merciless persecutions were meted out to men
and women who held sacred the Word of God.
So seemingly effective were the attacks that the
enemies supposed they had eradicated the
Bible. In A.O. 303 Diocletian, Emperor of the
Roman Empire, sought to obliterate the Bible
through an official decree that any person
possessing even a portion of the Bible should
be slain.
·
And yet the Bible stands, this impregnable
Rock of Holy Scripture. Men fling themselves
against it in al I their fury, but instead of them
breaking the Book, the Book crushes them.
Bibles have been burned a.,nq torn to pieces, but
God's Holy Word remainsl:riumphant. In our
world of darkness and despair the Bible shines
forth as the scintillat~ng light to lead men aright.
The Bible is the only light for man's pathway
(Psalm 119:105); the one Light shining in a dark
place (II Peter 1 : 19). The Bible is the greatest
luminary on the earth to bring men to God. It is
the one beacon of hope in the night of men's
sin. However dark the shadows of sin and
sorrow might become, the Light will always be
there for those who will follow.
"Holy Bible, Book divine,
Precious treasure, thou art mine."

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - PAGE ONE - -

m r11cTION6
cj rAUlI

edited by
Kathy Jo Kirkbride

He Loves You!
It's amazing and incredible,
But it's as true as it can be,
God loves and understands us all
And that means you and me.
His grace is all sufficient
For both the young and old,
For the brash and for the boldHis love knows no exceptions;
So never feet excluded,
No matter who or what you are
Your name has been included.
And no matter what your_past has been,
Trust God to understand;
And no matter what your problem is
Just place it in His hand.
For in all of our unloveliness
This great God loves us still;
He loved us since the world began,
And what's more, He always wll 11
Helen Steiner Rice

Paid in Full
It's paid in full:
The debt I owed
Of rejecting Christ
And sin'. s seed sowed.
It's paid in full.
I praise His name;
I'm God's own child;
His family I claim.
It's paid in full,
No more to pay.
I have the earnest
'Til redemption's day.
Sally Isgro
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by
LoAnna Hamilton

When you read about a Bible character, do
you usually associate him with yourself? Most
of the time we look at Bible characters as being
stronger or weaker people than we are. Is there
any reason for us to think of these people as
being different than we are? Were not they
human, too?
James in chapter five of his epistle talks
about being patient and enduring the time until
the coming of the Lord. The tenth verse says,
"Take, my brethren, the prophets ... for an
example of suffering, affliction and of
patience," and then the seventeenth verse says,
"Elijah was a man subject to like passions as we
are ... " Elijah suffered affliction as we do, and he
must have had some of the same feelings we
have when we suffer. What were some of these
feelings?
First of all, Elijah must have felt fear and
concern for his physical needs. In I Kings 17 we
read that the Lord sent Elijah to a brook where
he would be provided with food and water.
Elijah was there for a while, and the brook dried
up. The Lord then sent him to a widow who He
said would feed Elijah, but when Elijah arrived
she was fixing her last meal for herself and her
son. Imagine how Elijah must have felt when he
came to the place that God had sent him to for
food only to find that there was no food! But
God worked a miracle and there ended up being
plenty of food for all of them for a long time.
Elijah must also have felt like he caused
everything to go wrong for everyone else. The
same widow's son fell sick and died while Elijah

was in her home. She said to Elijah, "Art thou
come unto me to call my sin to remembrance,
and to slay my son?" When Elijah went before
Ahab to tell him that it was finally going to rain
again and to challenge his god Baal, Ahab said,
"Art thou he who troubleth Israel?" Poor Elijah
was being blamed for everyone's troubles. God
also delivered him from these circumstances.
When Elijah challenged Israel's false God Baal,
he ended up killing all the prophets of Baal,
and for doing so, King Ahab's wife sought his
life. Elijah fled into the wilderness and there he
prayed, "It is enough! Now, 0 Lord, take away
my life; for I am not better than my fathers," (I
Kings 19:4). He went on to explain that Israel
had killed all the prophets of God, and that he
was the only one left and now they sought his
life, too. Elijah must have been feeling great
despair at this time as to want to die. He must
have felt great loneliness at being the only one
who was standing for God.
Elijah was a man subject to like passions as
we are. There were many times when he felt all
alone, and times w,hen he was concerned about
his physical needs. These are common,
everyday feelings for us also, and we would be
encouraged if we remember that one of God's
great prophets experienced the same feelings.
The rest of ~ames 5: 17 explains that Elijah
prayed earnestly that it would not rain, and it did
not. We should remember to remain steadfast
and work diligently, even in our times of
affliction.
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Daily Walk
Through God's Word
February 1980

Verse: Hebrews 11 : 6
"But without faith it is impossible to please
Him: for he that cometh to God must believe
that He is, and that He is a rewarder of them that
diligently seek Him."
February
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Many men who have been in full time service
for the Lord have experienced a catastrophic
ordeal in their ministry. A great number of these
men have failed under the pressure and many
have let discouragement and emotional
frustration creep in and begin to rule their lives.
Some have even become fallen soldiers as
bitterness led them to turn their backs upon the
Lord of their lives. There are others however,
like Dr. Hugh Hall, who have accepted the
circumstances and let God determine the
outcome.
Three years ago, after battling a heart
problem, Dr. Hall was informed that he needed
open heart surgery. Along with facing the
trauma of surgery, Dr. Hall learned that he may
never do again what had been the focal point of
his life, preaching the gospel of Christ.
Dr. Hall was raised on a small farm outside of
Grand Rapids, Michigan. While attending high
school, he accepted Christ as his Savior under
the influence and guidance of his brother, who
then encouraged him to attend Moody Bible
Institute. Upon graduation from high school in
1931, Dr. Hall enrolled at Moody to study the
pastorate.
After completing his education at Moody and
then spending four years at Northern Seminary,
Dr. Hall began to pastor his first church. During
the forty years that Dr. Hall spent in the
ministry, he pastored seven churches. The
majority of his years in the pastorate were spent
in Elkhart, Indiana. Dr. Hall has twice pastored
in Minnesota where he assisted in starting
Pillsbury Bible College and Central Baptist
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Seminary.
When asked about the major influence in his
life concerning his life in the ministry, Dr. Half
reflected back to his ·days at Moody and the
influence of a preacher from Michigan, Dr. Andy
Telford. Dr. Telford encouraged him from
Proverbs 3:5-6 concerning his trust in God and
his method of preaching. Dr. Hall has claimed
these verses many times throughout his
ministry.
Three verses became especially real to him,
however, as he faced surgery. With a weakened
heart, Dr. Hall was forced to retire from the
active pastorate. Dr. Hall experienced a time of
great frustration but was helped by the
counseling of his cardiologist, who is also a
believer in Christ. The psychological effect of
major surgery and the emotional frustration of
recovery were very difficult, but Dr. Hall trusted
God for the outcome and acted upon the
counseling that he had given to people for so
many years as a pastor.
After recovery, Dr. Hall took on the ministry of
preaching in Bible conferences in small
churches. Dr. Hall expressed his gratitude for
being able to continue preaching, and now uses
his heart surgery as a means to help others with
heart disease. Dr. Hall preaches in eighteen
Bible conferences a year and has without
exception been able to minister to people in the
churches who are facing heart surgery or who
are battling the frustration of recovery.
Dr. Hall lives in Cedarville, Ohio, where his
wife is a member of the faculty of Cedarville
College.
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Martin Luther is often called the father of
evangelical hymnody. It was through his efforts
that congregational singing was reintroduced
into the church services after many years of
banishment by the Roman Catholic church.
Luther recognized the importance of music.
He once said, "If any man despises musi~···, for
him I have no liking; for music is a gift and
grace of God, not an invention of men. Thus, it
drives out the devil and makes people cheerful."
Of the thirty-six hymns attributed to Luther,
none has achieved such fame as "Ein Feste
Burg" or "A Mighty Fortress Is Our God.'' This
song was founded on the forty-sixth Psalm.
Never have words and music been combined to
produce a more tremendous appeal. Great
musical composers, such as Mendelssohn and
Bach, have returned to its theme again and
again.
This song has comforted Christians down
through the centuries. It has been sung on the
rugged American frontier, on the steps of closed
churches during the Nazi occupation of
Germany, and all around the world. Its words
are a glorious reminder of God's eternal
sovereignty: "A mighty fortress is our God, a
bulwark never failing ... We will not fear, for God
hath willed His truth to triumph through
us ... His kingdom is for ever."

Verse For The Month:
"But God commel'ldeth his love toward us, in
that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for
us."
Romans5:8

Thought For The Month
"Only God's gift can erase man's guilt."
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Do you suppose that because you are still
living, you will not eventually die and meet God?
Surely you know better, for God says, "And as it
is appointed unto men once to die, but after this
the judgment" (Heb. 9: 27) .

by Dr. James T. Jeremiah

Most of us too often come tq hasty,
unfounded
conclusions.
We
generalize,
rationalize and sometimes stigmatize-just
because we act on what seems to be rather than
what actually is.
The clock in a restaurant window had stopped
a few minutes past noon. One day a friend asked
the owner whether he knew that the clock was
not running. "Yes", replied the restaurant man,
"but you'd be surprised how many people look
at the clock, think they are hungry, and come in
to eat."
Pat and Mike went into a fancy restaurant and
ordered the deluxe dinner with all the trimmings. Then Mike haughtily called for the manager. "There's a fly in my soup," he said angrily
to the distraught man. "This is terrible, horrible.
I never expected such a thing to happen in a
place like this." "S-sh," pleaded the manager.
"Not so loud. These things can happen. We're
very sorry. Won't you gentlemen have dinner on
the_house?:_Atter _dJ.rm_er_th_
~_tw_o men left and
Mike pointed to a drugstore across the street.
"Could you go for an ice-cream soda?" he asked
Pat. "I've got one more fly left."
The stewardess spotted a man in the
nonsmoking section of the plane. "You can't
smoke, sir, because you are not in the smoking
section," she said. "But I'm not smoking," he
said. "You have your pipe in your mouth." "And
I have my shoes on my feet, but I'm not
walking."
Things are not always what they seem to be.
This is true in the spiritual realm too. For
example, just because the Bible does not seem
to be God's Word to you does not make your
conclusion right. Jesus said, "Sanctify them
through thy truth: thy word is truth" (John
17: 17).
You may falsely conclude that because you
have not committed some great crime, you are
not a sinner, but the fact is, " ... There is none
righteous, no, not one: ... For all have sinned,
and come short of the glory of God" (Rom.
3:10,23).
Maybe you have endeavored to live a good life
and think you can by-pass Christ as the only
way to heaven, but the Bible says, "Neither is
there salvation in any other: for there is none ,
other name under heaven given among men,
whereby we must be saved" (Acts 4: 12)

Let's Chatter
by
Sharon Lahaie

About a Matter

I would like to share a letter that we received
recently from one of our readers that was a real
blessing.
"I am so very happy because I have discovered
a rainbow in the twilight of my life! That
inspiration spectrum is LIVING SPRINGS. Just
by glancing through this worthwhile publication, the fact is evident that not only much
thought and planning goes into each issue, but
a great deal of love as well. LIVING SPRINGS
tinges life's twilight with the prism of a vigorous
Christian hope!
My feeble words are but a skeletal outline of
the happiness that LIVING SPRINGS gives me
each month. How very thirst-quenching it is to
the inner man to drink monthly from LIVING
SPRINGS."
Sincerely yours,
In CHRIST,
James M. Sweet (signed)
Remember, we are looking forward to hearing
from ALL of our readers and subscribers. Ten
cents for a post card isn't too much in
consideration of the hundreds of people who are
blessed by your letter. Write us today!
LIVING SPRINGS, Box 601, Cedarville, Ohio
45314 .
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by
Bob King

To work: fill in the missing words in the
sentences below, and insert in the numbered
spaces in the puzzle. All the clues come from
the second and third chapters of Revelation.

7. The church at Ephes1,Js had left its first
8. _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ was the lukewarm
church.
9. The messages of Revelation chapters two
and three were to the _ _ _ _ _ _ __
churches of Asia.

1. The church at Thyatira allowed _ _ __
to teach there, and the Lord rebuked them for it.
2. The church at _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ hated
the deeds of the Nicolaitans.
3. The church of Smyrna was known, by the
Lord, for its works, tribulation, and _ _ __

2

3

s

4
6

4. Philadelphia was the church of the _ _
door.

7
8

5. Pergamos was where _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 's
seat was.
9

6. Sardis had a name that it lived, but was

Looking At
God's Creation
by
Michelle Randall

The camel, also known as "the
ship of the desert," is a very large
and useful animal. . Because of his
ability to go without food and
water for lengthy periods of
time, he is the ideal beast of burden for such
people as the Arabs and others who may live in
extremely hot and dry climates. But he is also
very useful to the Christian because we are able
to compare some of his attributes to the
necessities of the Christian life.
A camel can go for many days, even months,
without food. The hump on the camel's back is
what allows him to do this . The hump is made
up entirely of fat. This fat supplies energy for
the camel when his food supply is low.
However, when food is available, the camel will
eat much in order to add .t o and build up his
"storehouse."
Due to his size and this large amount of fat, a
camel may weigh anywhere from 1,000 to 1,600
pounds. This much weight is not advantageous

when walking through shifting
sands. In order to keep him from
sinking, the camel has large,
leathery soles on the bottoms of
his feet that spread when he walks
on them. These pads also enable
him to walk and run silently.
A Christian can be compared to
a camel in several ways. Just as
the camel eats much food and
stores it for later use, we should
be hiding God's Word in our
hearts. However, Christians can
not go for long periods of time
without reading His Word and not suffer some
consequence, just as the camel who never eats
will eventually exhaust his fat supply and die.
If we continue to read and memorize God's
Word, we can use the principles that we learn.
We can supply these Biblical principles to our
lives, and, as the se>les of the camel's feet keep
him from sinking into the sand, our knowledge
of God's Word will keep us from sinking into
sin. " Thy Word have I hid in mine heart, that
I might not sin against thee," (Psalm 119:11).
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But whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall
give him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall
give him shall be in him a well of water springing up
into everlasting life.
John 4:14
"Living Springs" is a monthly publication for
·· senior citizens, published by Christian Educational Publications in association with the
C:hristian Service Department of Cedarville
College. For subscription or other information
write: Living Springs, Christian Educational
Publications, Box 601, Cedarville, OH 45314.
Editor
Managing Editor
Associate Editor
Assistant Editors
Artists
Photography

..
(/)

a:

WW
....ls
[:j (/)
::::,Z
a..<(

Harold Green
Paul Gathany
LoAnna Hamilton
Kathy Jo Kirkbride
Bob King
Larry Lim
Julie Pitts
Becky Needles
Nathan Rehn

1

